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its authority is to be exercised. In this view of Government, the Repub-
lican system, as established by America and France, operates to embrace
the whole of a Nation; and the knowledge necessary to the interest of all
the parts, is to be found in the centre, which the parts by representation
form; but the old Governments are on a construction that excludes
knowledge as well as happiness; Government by monks, who know noth-
ing of the world beyond the walls of a convent, is as inconsistent as Gov-
ernment by Kings.
What we formerly called Revolutions, were little more than a change
of persons, or an alteration of local circumstances. They rose and fell
like things of course, and had nothing in their existence or their fate that
could influence beyond the spot that produced them. But what we now
see in the world, from the Revolutions of America and France, are a reno-
vation of the natural order of things, a system of principles as universal
as truth and the existence of man, and combining moral with political
happiness and national prosperity.
I.  Men arc born, and always continue, free and equal in respect of
their rights, Civil distinctions, thcrcjore, can be founded only on public
utility.
II.  The end of all political associations is the preservation oj the natu-
ral and imprescriptible rights oj man; and these rights are liberty, prop-
erty, security, and resistance oj oppression,
III.  The Nation is essentially the source oj all sovereignty; nor can
ANY INDIVIDUAL, or ANY BODY OK MEN, be entitled to any authority which
is not expressly derived jrom it"
In these principles there is nothing to throw a Nation into confusion
by inflaming ambition. They are calculated to call forth wisdom and abil-
ities, and to exercise them for the public good, and not for the emolu-
ment or aggrandisement of particular descriptions of men or families.
Monarchical sovereignty, the enemy of mankind, and the source of
misery, is abolished; and sovereignty itself is restored to its natural
and original place, the Nation, Were this the case throughout Europe,
the cause of wars would be taken away.
It is attributed to Henry the Fourth of France, a man of enlarged and
benevolent heart, that, he proposed, about the year 1610, a plan for
abolishing war in Europe: the plan consisted in constituting an FAiropean
Congress, or as the French authors stile it, a Pacific Republic, by ap-
pointing delegates from the several Nations who were to act as a Court of
Arbitration in any disputes that might arise between Nation and Nation.